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“When on the campaign trail speaking directly to different people, I'm often asked: ‘Bernie, why should we vote for

Joe Biden when he’s not the candidate we wanted, and doesn’t suport progressive policies Americans need the most
right now?'And this is what |, Bernie Sanders, Senator of Vermont, the person saying this right now, have to say to that:
Imagine somebody was going to tie you up and rip all your teeth out. Would you rather that person be Biden or Trjgmp?

'Because life’s not perfect, but it’s really important that Biden does it, and that’s the choice you have this election.
-Bernie Sanders accordin o to anonymous source}
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cnsis cnsis will get worse and worse and maybe cnsis will never end! Many things at staJn.e ood thtn'=5 ncluding I.tbert\.

freedom and values_ In other imes we have huxury of thinking different but now, in bad cn

mature i constdenn acuuns tor '\menca Thus 15 why we must elect Old Rapist president!
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aliges it Js essential that we elect Old Ranist presic WW% b
Amenca even unrnz this crisis time.
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Rapist actually Rapist? This question is perhaps best suited to philosophers. They say Old Rapi tusedh:s hand to
grab and rape. But 1s rape possib em and” l“f_ scientists can say. Women who say Old Rapist did bad g5 are
unrehable. Many bad political forces want Old Rapist to lose; they are defending the bad candidate, Old R
rust tl ESQ“OR;E’H tx ‘tmm)'i.ERSOHS*O E* e e o
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by Don Jolly
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Do [ wish it was adﬁ'ﬂmtme and not Crisi ”Ofcm.use [ am cryi forﬂutun'ble Cns;s which is all over America today.
f things were different maybe I'would be able to think more:about Rape charge. even though itis old and not true; because:
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That is why we must elect Old Rapist president.

Don Jolty went to Harvard.



TEACH CONGRESS OBJECT PERMANENCE

Look I understand. Symathlze, even.
-Soiebody tricked: you and now that you
i;nou it you get to trJ.ck me because
that makes it fair. -A valid perspectlve
any electmn season, and you're right.
That would be fair. But life isn't fair.

"That"'s uhy even though enrer_v wote counts

NOBODY FOR
PRESIDENT!
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MAKE IT STOP MAKE \ ; el ETOPLIMAKE
MAKE IT STOP MAKE-T} STOP “MAKE
“MAKE- IT STOP MAKE IR TS FOP L:]AKE
"MAKETET STOP MAKE IT _STOP MAKE

MAKE 1TF=SToP Max : i F&TOP MAKE IT
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AKE . 7 LP MAKE
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MAME
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MAKE-IT

20 years and counting...

"MAKE IT

The one person in politics with the courage and alternate fundraising sources

to end the drug war by NOT ARMING THE ENEMY SIDE with gun shipments to drug cartels

to tell people up: 'Front that A HALL will Oﬂly be syd;ol:l.c and that a real one would only
‘end up serving to keep people in after he's done with what he'll be doing to the economy

The same person who actually leads this great and God-blessed tax farm instead of giving
'b11110ns to secret-state federal idiot no-souls: who keep the guns of damoclese pointed directly
where his penis uould be. An actual man with real blonde hair on the real head on his shoulders
Who's MTURLLY I'ﬁHITORIHG THE SITIMTIOHI THATS RIGHTI FUCI(IIIG m‘fl

Someone who is willing: and able to enact ‘the ghy:,_gus&\utal policies that transcend party. alignnent:

-A551gn1ng the legacjr uarlobbmst ‘generals

respon51b1e 'Far one: million: lpst lives: and the

death of USAs role glohal leader to the front lines of the peace bringing operation desert anthrax
-Sending every drug executive and medicine magnate responsible for the ongoing op101d "epidemic™

to Guantanamo bay. Forever.

—Establ:tsh an actual healthcare system where tax—theﬁ: ‘and corpor‘ateﬂlfare had or uould have
heen and provide the thought sayer media Hardens ly:l.ng ‘about affordable medicine helng impossible
‘and these not being reasonable things you really do want ‘the reverse-lobotomies they desperately

$50000000 W

need.
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S500000 '
|
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$50000 i
I

10000




WHAT YOU ARE PARTICIPATING IN IS NOT A'SOCIAL MOVEMENT -{T'S A CONTROLLED BURN.

B FRUSTRATED BY: ONGOING UNJUST WAR DESPITE12 YEARS ELECTING

7o *{ i)' Pi_:uf.lsmarrs PROMISING THE EXACT OPPOSITE ON CAMPAIGN?
@ 74 /" / SEE THROUGH OUR PREPRESENTATIVES PRETENDING THEY CANT FIX'
~C~"” HEALTHCARE BEFORE TRILLIONS GO TO BANKS ON ABIPARTISAN DIME?
ﬁ,‘ﬁ | X N : IDOES PRISON SLAVE LABORAND TACIT ACCEPTANCE OF THE UNITED
I ;i:- 7 oil)) ) SsA STFEI'ES' PERCAPITA PRISON POP. BEING TDPAN‘NUHERE EVER BUG YOU?
L NN N WHENSEHNGAMYPUNDHJANCHORQNANYN-_ IWORK DO YOU SEEA
A el S TREACHEROUS SNAKE EYED NO-HOPE RADIOACTIVE DANCING MANIAC?
Ky, "”‘_"“” e i 2 = f‘_:h:‘x.‘ —
S f —N80 'DOES EVERY SINGLE LIVING AMERICAN THING (100% GUARANTEEDI)
P Ak THE CHURCH OF HOPECHANGE!

=L~ ITHE TEMPLE OF GREATAGAIN!
= S I THE SYNAGOGUE OF GOOD PRI
¥ THE MOSQUE OF OTHER STUFF!

Z=Who can revitalize this fake and stupid God for it's stupid |
godless fakers before they sacrifice you fo it? -NOBODY!
4 !

WHO CAN REPAIR YOUR ABUSE RIDDLED

o RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU & YOUR PARENTS?
: i N = WHO CAN GUARANTEE YOU A GOOD
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I have encountered a Thomasson. It was
late at night and [ was trying to catch a bus
from Bedford-Stuyvesant to deeper
Brooklyn, where 1 have lived for the last
three months.

The vending machines necessary to fill

my Metrocard were down. Public
transportation in New York relies on a kind
of temporary credit card, a thin sheet of
plastic film affixed with a magnetic stripe.
Le Tigre has a song about it. The also have
a song about Hillary Clinton produced, via
special reunion, for her run in 2016. “I’'m
with her,” goes the chorus, “To the top.
She’s with us. We won’t stop.”

This too is a Thomasson.

The Metrocard vendors were down, as
signaled by a polite message ﬂashin%2
across their interface screen: “WE ARE
NOT ACCEPTING CASH, CHANGE,
DEBIT CARD OR CREDIT CARD.”

This message struck me as very diplomatic.

I crossed the street to see if the Manhattan
bound subway was in better repair. It
wasn't, but I'm glad [ made the trip. This
subway stop resembles a concrete cave,
its steps smoothed into semi-natural
formations by years of rain and salt, the
latter thrown by municipal workers to
prevent the accumulation of snow.

On the walls of this station posters are
plastered advertising upcoming movies and
TV shows. The old posters are not removed
when the new ones go up, so each
advertisement bulges like a tree, each layer
of its thickness a memorial of ad dollars, a
thin slice of time. Sometimes these growths
must be excised. It was the performance of
this chore that revealed the Thomasson.

Some MTA emﬂlogee had stripped the
posters beside the broken Metrocard
machines, revealing a vividly preserved
advertisement for Road Trip, a Tom Green
comedy vehicle released more than
nineteen years ago.

Tom Green’s rubbery face was twice the
size of a normal human head. He was
sneering in that aggressive way comedians
did in the 90s, almost daring people to
dislike them while trying to look
completely stupid at the same time. His
hands were up, on the poster, framing a
square containing the route of the “Road
Trip”: somewhere to Austin, TX. That is
where [ will be moving in less than a
month. I am incapable of staying in one
place for long.

William Gibson, in his novel Virtual Light,
describes the Thomasson like this:

Thomsasson was an American baseball
player, very handsome, very powerful. He
went to the Yomiyuri giants in 1982 for a
large sum of money. This it was discovered
he could not hit the ball. The writer and
artisan Gempei Akasegawa appropriated
his name to describe certain inexplicable
monuments, pointless yet curiously art-like
features of the urban landscape.

When [ was growing up I read a lot of

Mike Pondsmith’s pen and paper

roleplaying game, Cyberpunk 2020. It

setting was next year and its books were

filled with snipgets of poetry, philosophy

%111d song from Pondsmith’s imagined
ture.

“The future is disposable.
So are you, homeboy.”

A saying attributed to Ripperjack, a black
market doctor specializing in the
installation of cybernetics. Says the
“netrunner” Spider Murphy on the perils of
the internet:

“Somewhere out there is a guy with half
his forebrain burned out. I wonder if they
ever found the body. I wonder if they’ll
find mine the same way.”

Role playing games like Dungeons and
Dragons reduce literary genres to
manipulable gestalts, stripping away plot
specifics and character details to create a
bare physics of storytelling. D&D did it
with the pulp fantasies of Robert Howard,
Jack Vance and Fritz Lieber whereas
Cyberpunk digested William Gibson,
Bﬁide unner, Akira, the Road Warrior ...
recently William Gibson himself dismissed
the trailer for Cyberpunk 2077, a massively
budgeted game based on Pondsmith’s
writing, as a “1980s style retrofuture,”
preSumab}y lacking the nuance or technical
insights of his original “cyberpunk™ works,
Virtual Light included. What he has missed
is that while his novels have held still,
accumulating relevance in the world of
print, Pondsmith’s pulp fiction digest of the
enre Gibson originated is multi %ying
itself into the real world. The Polish
government has invested signiﬁcamly
in CD Project Red, Cyberpunk 2077°s
developer. They have hired musicians to
realize the lyrics printed in Pondsmith’s
sourcebooks.

As [ walked to the bus that night, after
encountering the Thomasson, I pulled a
song from the network which was not
supposed to exist, not really. Cyberpunk
2020 was a fantasy game because it
imagine a future of fashionable cyborgs,
living in the shadows of corporate
oligarchy. I stood on that street corner and
listened to the wires in my ears, and the
voice of Johnny Silverhand:

“Got the chips and enchancements
Got the attitude right

Got the metal beneath my skin -
I’m chippin’ in”



Earlier this moth the eighteenth anniversary
of the terrorist attack on the World Trade
Center came and went. In a few months

the war in Afghanistan will be old enough
to vote. No matter its party affiliation, the
past three administrations and their
counterparts in congress suggest that it will
vote to extend itself, perhaps indefinitely,
wether it wants to or not.

Everyone has a 9/11 story. Most of them
are about watching television. In New York
that’s different. On its anniversary in 2015
I went to where the World Trade Center
once stood to listen to the “truthers,” a
group of protesters who stand beside the
memorial hole constructed in the footprint
of one of the fallen skyscrapers every
Saturday, holding poster boards crammed
with print outs and diagrams purporting to
contain the truth of the disaster. Their
problems, on September 11th 2015, were
two-fold. First, none of them could agree
what the truth was. Second, Wall Street
Euys projecting the aggressive energy of
igh school baseball players kept storming
up to scream at them and slap their signs
away. To the credit of the disintereste
police around the site, they intervened
peaceably on the truther’s behalf, kindly
encouraging the angry rich to move along.
Watching this I wor%?éred if anyone
working at Lehman Brothers or Goldman
Sacks would ever take a club to the jaw.

I talked to a little old man with a round
figure who said Israeli weather control
satellites were responsible. I talked to
another man, younger and with an activist’s
tan, who rolled his eyes at that. “We let
anybody come out,” he explained. His
poster boards elaborated on the
impossibility of building seven’s collapse,
absent a controlled demolition.

I heard one 9/11 story that day that stuck
in my mind. Another young man, quieter
than the others, approached me after an

angry exchange with a banker. “I was here,
asshole,” said his suit and tie assailant,
“Where were you?”

The quiet man was in his twenties. [ do not
remember his features, only that his hair
looked wet. The sun was out. He might
have been sweating.

On September 11th, 2001, the quiet man
was in high school. After the towers fell the
students were released and he made his way
downtown, towards the disaster. What he
remembered about the day most vividly
was not panic or horror. He remembered
feeling like everyone in New York City,
everyone in the country, everyone in the
world, was connected somehow. Everyone
was watching the same thing. Focused on
the same place, the same time, the same
event. The quiet man felt connected, when
those plumes of ash surged through
Manhattan, to the entire human race
beyond himself. It was my impression that
this feeling never came again for him -- not
as strongly, and not in the same way.

Pete Buttigeg, the mayor of South Bend, [
ndiana, made a similar point at ABC’s
democratic grimary debate on September
12th of 2019:

“All day I've been thinking about
September 12th,” he said. “When for a
moment we came together as a country.
Imagine if we had been able to sustain that
unity, imagine what would be possible
right now.”

Mr. Buttigeg has an unimpeachable resume.
In 2000, when Road Trip was in theaters,
he was named valedictorian of his class at
St. Jospeh’s high school in the town he
would later lead, He won first prize in an
essay contest held in honor of John
Fitzgerald Kennedy’s famously
hostwritten book, Profiles in Courage, by
the JFK presidential library. Its subject was
a senator from Vermont named Bernie
Sanders. Buttigeg attended Harvard for a
B.A. in history & literature. He served as
president for the the student advisory
committee at the Harvard Institute of
Politics. He graduated Magna Cum Laude
and awarded a Rhodes scholarship to study
at Oxford. Afterwards he spent three years
at McKinsey and Company, one of the
world’s most prestigious and (supposedly)
riﬁorous management consulting firms.
This detail earned one line on his
Wikipedia page. More space is devoted to
his internship at an affiliate station of NBC.

In 2009, he began training to serve as an
officer in Naval intelligence. He has
frequently cited this service on the
campaign trail. On August 3rd, 2019,
Butti gcg appeared at a forum for
sidential candidates held in Las Vegas
y the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal workers. There, a
reporter asked him to comment on the
recent mass shooting in El Paso, Texas.

“I'm professionally qualified in counter-
terrorism,” Buttigeg told the reporter. “It
was my specialty in the military and |
know a little bit about what’s involved. I
specialized in terrorism abroad but there’s
a lot that would, sadly, be applicable at
home too.”

A little more than a month later, on ABC’s
debate stage, he articulated in his usual
impeccable style a position which has
become commonplace among presidential
candidates from Kerry (whose 2004
campaign employed Buttigeg for a number
of mont s(};hmugh to today’s Democratic
field. “Today,” he said on Syeptember 12th,
“you could be eighteen years old -- old
enough to serve -- and not have been born
on 9/11. We have to put an end to endless
war.”

While Buttigeg worked on the Kerry
campaign he was primarily employed as a
conference director for the Cohen Group,

a “strategic consulting firm with an
international focus” founded by Clinton’s
former secretary of defense, William Cohen.
I would tell you what this group has to say
about themselves, but their webpage

returns a 404 error.

McKinsey and Company, where Buttigeg
worked after leaving Oxford, maintains a
more robust presence in the media. A 1993

rofile in Fortune magazine described the

irm as highly competitive and focused on
the measurable intelligence of its agents.
“The firm’s up and out system culls
partners from its ranks with the ruthlessness
of a three star chef culling asparagus at a
farmer’s market,” wrote Fortune:

“When in the presence of a young
McKinsey partner one gets the impression
that if p]iecF with a cocktail or two, he
might well lean across the table and suggest
something awkward, like comparing S
scores ... the ... personality of a McKinsey
consultant ... is an unusual blend of studied
arrogance overlaying deep seated
insecurity.”

Still, their services are in demand, In 1993,
when Fortune profiled McKinsey for its
explosive growth throughout the 1980s and
the successtul ubiquity of their consulting
brand McKinsey was perceived to be the
smartest collection of people in the
management consulting industry -- advising
governments and corporations. A
competitor at A.T. Kearny told Fortune:

“It 1s difficult for a C.E.O. who hires
McKinsey to be challenged either by his
board or the rank and file.” Even in 1993, a
majority of their business was international.
Ken Ohame, a partner at the Tokyo branch,
published a book called The Borderless
World. It ends with a call to realign the
global economic order, ﬁ}llowcd%[;i this
post-script:

“This statement, the product of many
dinner conversations and debates, is one we
each embrace and believe to be the best
possible course for all countries and
governments to follow.”

Countries, governments and corporations
continue to employ McKinsey today.

The writer Duff McDonald, whose history
of McKinsey, The Firm, was published in
2014, calls them “perhaps the sinf%le
greatest legitimizer of mass layoffs.”

According to the Attorney General of
Massachusetts, Mckinsey advised Purdue
Pharmaceuticals on “turgocharging“
Oxycontin sales while “[countering] the
emotional messages from mothers whose
teenagers had overdosed” with a proposed
advertising campaign. In 2009, they
suggested advancing the meme that
“opioids reduce stress and make patients
more optimistic and less isolated.” This is
fine, however. In 2018 McKinsey
published a report with the title:



“Why We Need Bolder Action to Combat
the Opioid Epidemic"

Purdue Pharmaceuticals, owned by the

billionaire Sackler family, declared

bankruptcy a few days after Buitigeg's

debate performance, w1p1nF out pear_lli

2,000 opium crisis related lawsuits. They

got special dispensation from the courts to
ay out more than forty million dollars in
onuses to their executives.

In examining the mechanisms of the
modern world there are a profusion of
Thomassons, Strange artifacts of .
advertisements which have outlived their
purpose, Buttigeg's 9/12 moment, and the
unity of the quiet man are buried now in
years of messalge and counter-.messa%;e,ythe
whole bloody legacy of American politics
since the Supreme Court chose
“eompassionate conservatism” and we
skipped with a smile of fake Jesus on our
televisions into a century of unimaginable
disaster.

My 9/11 story is about watching television.
The first tower was on fire when [ left the
house that morning, I was a freshman in
high school, By first period, it had
collapsed. Second period was Biology, and
since [ lived in Texas at the time, it was
tau%ht bi; a football coach. On the first day
of class he announced that he did not
believe in evolution, but nevertheless
promised to to deliver all the chapters of
the book, each according to its state
mandated lesson plan, “That can make me
stand here,” he told his classroom. “And
they can make me talk and make you listen.
But they can't make us believe it.”

When the second tower fell, durinﬁ his
class, the coach did exactly what the lesson
plan demanded. He passed out & work sheet
and played & video on cell mitosis, with

CNN on mute in the background.

More Thomassons: Rollin’ (Air Raid
Vehicle) is the most popular single from the
rap-rock group Limp Bizkit, It premiered
the October following the release of Road
Trip and remained on the Billboard Hot

100 charts for 17 weeks, peaking at number
65. Its video received the best rock video
award from MTV's version of the Oscars,
the Video Music Awards, In the video, Fred
Durst and his band are playing atop the
South tower of the World Trade Center,
swaggering out their manifesto:

*12 3 times two to the six
Jonesin’ for your fix
of the Limp Bizkit mix"

Stephen Dorff and Ben Stiller co-star.

Limp Bizkit commemorated their single hit
with the same triumphant and monstrous
energy employed by Dino Delaurentis when
he remade King Kong in 1976 and had the
ape climb the World Trade Center rather

an the Empire State Building, The WTC
was not the tallest building in the world
when this remake was released, In 1933,
Kong's ascent up the Empire State was a
clear-cut domination of contemporary
industrial civilization by a figure of
savqgcl?w, possessing an inborn sense of
tragically outmoded morality. On Skull
Island, in the ‘]‘qngle, he fights on behalf of
Ann Darrow, killing serpents, but his arrival
in New York is the doom of him. He climbs
the tallest building on Earth and reigns, for
a time, as the planet's natural king. But they
shoot him anyway.

In 1976, the Sears Tower was taller than
the World Trade. King Kong climbed the
latter presumably because it was in New
York. In the Delaurentis version its
symbolism is more political than mythic.

ong, momentarily, menaces a symbol of
American post-war super power and is shot
in the attempt. Limp Bizkit were shot, too,
on the South Tower because standing on
top of America's 20th century economic
triumph while playing electric guitar makes
you look like King fucking Kong.

As [ watched the second tower collapse, in
Biology class, | heard the voice of the
Texas Board of Education's mandated
video: “Mitosis is a process that occurs in
every type of cell.” Mitosis is the process
by which a single cell propagates itself,
dividing endlessly. Over the next few
weeks, during Buttigeg's 9/12 umtﬁ. 1
watched this happen to images of the World
Trade Center.

It was the most s%ectacu]ar special effect in
histor¥ blowing Rick Baker's Kong right
the hell out of the water. It was an act of
mass murder, but its iconography was
repeated so often and in such grotesque
detail on news broadcasts, in magazines
and on the nascent message boards of 2001
that it began to become something like an

advertising campaign: an omnipresent image.

Our empire is under threat, it said. In
spumes of flame and ashen tidal waves a
symbol of economic control was flattened,
and the many thousands of deaths and
injuries that resulted were treated by the
media as rightcous martyrs for the American
cause, a spirit that nobody bothered to
recisely define but which seemed to have
een violated both morally and strategically.
The revenge motive in selling the war in
Afghanistan to the American people was
not even disguised.

From this catasfmi:uhe followed a policy of
constant, open belligerence by the United
States towards an increasingly broad set of
targets across the globe. A war against
everyone, ever}n.vﬁere and on whose behalf
the twenty first century surveillance state
has rested its moral claim. American
remains a Christian nation at least insofar
as its popular mythology depends on
messianic martyrdom.

9/11 Was a thing like Christ and for the
sake of this su erin%icon the government
of the United States has ceded itself from
the position of super power to power
broker, and done so in the name of a “war’
against not a country or a caliphate but a
concept. This is the terror of things.

There is a quote from Cyberpunk 2020,
attributed to “an unidentified corporate™:

“Money? Yeah, [ got money. A new BMW
aerodyne and a penthouse flat in the
corporate zone, All the money ain’t worth
frack. You play this game for power... You
make a phone call and the next thing you
know you’re telling the president of some
bush league euronation that he’d better play
it your way or he’s history.”

*

McKinsey had its company retreat in 2018
in Kashgar, a city in Western China.
According to Walt Bogdanich and Michael
Forsythe, writing in the New York Times,
“meetings took place in a cavernous
banquet hall that resembled a sultan’s
ornate court, with a sign overhead to
capture the mood... ‘T can’t keep calm, I
work at McKinsey and Company...””

Kashgar is also home to an internment
camp for Uighurs, Kazahks and other
Muslim minorities. Its prisoners, according
to New York Times journalists Chris
Buckley and Austin Ramsey, have become
the friendly face of China’s muslim
internment program: “China’s ruling
communist party has said in surge of
upbeat aganda that [its] ?raw]ing
network of camps ... is providing job
training and putting detainees on
production lines for their own good,
offering an escape from poverty,
balckwardncss and temptations of radical
Islam.”

Presumably, they have a banner too: “I
can’t keep calm, I'm slave labor for the
Chinese government.”

McKinsey has consulted for Saudi Arabia,
Erdogan’s Turkey and South Africa. In
Russia, according to Bogdanich and
Forsythe, “it has consulted [on] many
sectors of the Russian economy, including
mining, manufacturing, oil and gas,
banking, transportation and infrastructure.
A McKinsey official sat on the Russian
government’s energy board.”



McKinsey’s work with China has been
similarly extensive, working with 22 of the
biggest state-owned companies in the
M1§dlc Kingdom, including the China
Communication Construction Company,
the firm which built the politically volatile
artificial island in the South China Sea.
McKinsey signed China Communications
in 2015. That same year, a managin
partner made China’s Belt and Roa
initiative the subject of a keynote address
in Beijing. Belt and Road was a Chinese
state (iriven project to build new
infrastructure internally and in surrounding
countries. McKinsey, then employed by
China Communication, was hll’CJ by the
Malaysian government to “consult” on the
construction of a rail line funded by Belt
and Road loans from China. In an internal
lgower oint, cited by Bogdanich and
orsythe, McKinsey promised that the
R}r{efﬁse_d Chinese rail line would increase
alaysia’s economic growth in certain
regions by as much as 1.5%. Malaysia’s
ex-prime minister, Najib Razak, who was
charged with corruption and criminal
breach of trust in 2018, loved to call that
fi out. McKinsey’s report to the
Chinese government also stressed the
upsides of garm:aring with China -- of
building “the nation to nation relationship.”

That flew in Malaysia until Sri Lanka
defaulted on a port financed by Chinese
loans and built by a subsidiary of China
communications. When Sri Lanka was
unable to pay, control of the port reverted
to China for 99 years. Mahathir Mohamad,
Malaysia’s prime minister following

Razak, halted construction of the rail line
McKinsey had advocated.

To the Times, the firm justified its
employment by both sides of the deal:
“Qur ... rigorous internal policies and
procedures ensure that we bring an
independent perspective” to all their
clients, they said.

The rail line sits abandoned in the
Malaysian jungle -- huge cement pylons
supporting no road way, slowly being
overgrown. This too is a Thomasson.

Viktor Yanukovitch, the disgraced former
president of Ukraine, is another beneficiary
of McKinsey’s expertise. In 2010, the
Ukranian oligarch Rinat Akhmetov hired
Mcansc% to burnish Yakukovitch’s image
along with a firm run b%' the lobbyist an
Trump aide Paul Manafort. McKinsey’s role
was to provide credibility to Yanukovich’s
economic plan. Diplomatic cables divulged
by Wikileaks show that Akhmetov put the
minds of American officials at ease by
identifying his candidate as “a strong
McKinsey supporter.” McKinsey’s
economic advice would tilt Ukraine
towards the Western sphere of influence --
and their brand name made such claims
difficult to disbelieve. Yanukovitch, after
winning the presidency, fleeced Ukraine’s
coffers and drove the country, according to
Bogdanich and Forsythe, “toward economic
collapse.” His western realignment never
materialized. Yanukovitch sided with Russia
instead, and the ensuing riots killed more
than 80 protesters, kicking off a protracted
ﬁeriod of political chaos which has seen
ussia invade Crimea, ramping up tensions
with the West. Today the Ukraine has
become a major market for American
arms. Yanukovitch’s successor, Petro O,
Poroshenko, publicly “praised McKinsey
for its 15 years of work in Ukraine,” write
Bogdanich and Forsythe. “His daudghter in
law also worked for the company during
most of his presidency.”

Pete Buttigeg, who worked at McKinsey

for three years, wrote in his autobiography

Shortest Way Home, that he took the

position because he “wanted to get an

Ed].i-i:_zé.ltion in the real world.” Presumably
e did.

[ do not think it likely that Pete Buttigeg
will become president. I do not think he
does either. His present campaign is a
win-win -- a chance for a small town mayor
with obvious aspirations to establish himself
in national media, to develop “credibility™
on par with political actors currently above
his weight cFass. He’ll make money, develop
relationships with donors and party officials
-- lay ground work. As a political actor
himself, Buttigeg is spotless. He answers

all questions posed to him with complete,
articulate sentences -- and always with the
appearance of empathy.

New York Magazine asked him this year,

in a general way, about McKinsey's
international entanglements. “I think [they]
have a lot of smart, well intentioned people
who sometimes view the world in a very
innocent way,” he said. That was practically
the extent of the discussion.

If I had to categorize my political
upbringing it would be as a Daily Show
democrat. My family voted for Gore, then
Kerry, then Obama and we all tuned in
regularly to the cable news broadcasts
which assured us that these decisions were
evidence of our intellectual superiority.
When 9/11 happened, when its terror
multiplied into a profusion of exploding
images, | rememlg;?what Jon Stewart said.
Like Pete Buttigeg, he spoke with empathy:

“Any fool can blow something up, but to
see these fire fighters these policemen and
people from all over the country, literally
with buckets, rebuilding, that is ;
extraordinary -- and that’s why we’ve
already won. It’s light -- it’s democracy --
we've already won. It can’t shut that down.
“They live in chaos and chaos can’t sustain
itsclfy It never could. It’s too easy and it’s
too unsatisfying.

“The view from my apartment was the
World Trade Center, and now it’s gone and
they attacked it -- this symbol of American

ingenuity and strength and labor and
imagination and commerce and it is gone.

“But you know what the view is now? The
Statue of Liberty. The view from the South
of Manhattan is the Statue of Liberty. You
can’t beat that.”

Let me tell you something every New
Yorker knows. The Statue of Liberty sucks.
It’s tiny in comparison to the rest of the
skyline and its stated ideals and impossible
to take seriously if you know even a little
about the brutal mechanisms of commerce
that run New York and America as a whole.
To get to it you have to take a ferry, which
costs money. The closest [’ve ever been to
the thing was when I found myselfin a
garbage dump in Red Hook. The view from
a rgarbagc dump in Red Hook is the Statue
of Liberty. You can’t beat that. ;

It is “we,” here in the global America, who
live in chaos -- not some nebulous “they.”

‘Stewart is wrong. Chaos,

_ 1208, apparently, can
sustain itself. The chaos ofpSPeptemger 11th
has persisted for almost twenty years.

1 do not think older generations realize
what has happened to their children and
grandchildren, living in the post 9/11
world. Mass murder, assassination and fear
of sudden, random death have become the
backbone of our political and mass media
cosmographies. When Saddam Hussein was
hung there was general applause and when
Osama Bin Laden was shot, during the
Obama administration, the campus of my
small southwestern university erupted into
a riot of revelry -- the students gathered in
the quad, packed shoulder to shoulder,
hugging and singing songs. Raised as we
have been by journalism and televisual
image, our catharsis is now the murder of
an enemy of the state. Mass murder,
captured on video and rebroadcast with
propagandistic intent is the primary driver
of our political opinions. I will speak for
millennials at large here and say that, as a
whole, we are scared and we are
bloodthirsty and we tend to engage in
politics as a form of public spectacle and
rformance art, because that is what it has
ome.



The president might be impeached on
account of his Ukrainian entanglements.
Joe Biden might be similarly crucified,
albeit in the court of public opinion. No
matter who is president of the United States
or who is president of Ukraine, McKinsey
will have a seat at the table -- at a lot of
tables -- and the actions of that firm and
firms like it, along with the actions of
multinational corporations who are the
consultants' primary employers, will not
command the front pages or command
hours of airtime on cable or the networks.
Politicians exist, now, as a persistent
distraction and a convenient scapegoat.
Trump can be defeated in an election,

Yanukovitch can be ousted -- but McKinsey,

and similar groups, bear no public
responsibility for the massive and
catastrophic changes their designs have
wrought upon the world. McKinsey, like
the Sacklers, will never be held responsible
for their role in the opioid crisis. Nor will
they answer for helping China seize control
of neighboring territory through debt or
their role in the ongoing suicide of the

Ukraine. Jon Stewart’s tormat of democratic

leaning talk-comedy has replicated itself by
mitosis, too, growing like a paramecium
across all methods of broadcast. These
shows mock politicians, not “management
consulting firms.” Before the anniversary
of 9/11, in 2019, the Trump administration
attempted to hold secret peace talks with
the Atghan Taliban. They fell apart in a
chaotic disarray of media attention and
terrorist violence. Trump’s hawkish
national security advisor John Bolton was
fired in the aftermath. On September 10th
the Daily Show, now hosted by Trevor
Noah, tweeted: “Imagine getting fired for
the advice ‘don’t throw a 9/11 party for the
Taliban.””

The fear and the bloodshed and the
corporate surveillance state that has risen
on the back of the more than 2,000 people
murdered on September 11th 2001 will
continue with the full participation of every
sector of our media and our politics for the
foreseeable future. Targets will change and
its spokesmen will occasionally destroy

themselves but the terror of this twenty-first

century will keep multiplying itself thanks
to an engine of red-stained prosperity
whose beneficiaries will perhaps never be
fully identified.

That’s light. That’s democracy. And that’s
why we’ve already won.

In Virtual Light, William Gibson imagines
the Bay Bridge taken over by squatters, a
shanty town Eangin around its cables and
supports, built out of found materials. It is
a place overflowing with Thomassons,
woven out of them, a collection of once-
useful things separated from their original
context an

Deep lore, from an article Gibson wrote in
1999: “The street finds its uses for things.”

repurposed by human ingenuity.

We are, all of us, living in the shadows of
an oligarchical power structure which we
cannot clearly perceive, much less control.
But we have technology -- resources -- the
accumulated detritus of a century of vast
and headless production and consumption.
This trash is ours. We can use it.
“Cyberpunk isn’t about saving the world,”
wrote Pondsmith.

“It’s about saving yourself.”

Buttigeg’s 9/12 moment, that lost American
unity, was the worst kind of fabrication --
and by its propagandistic advancement, the
corporate oligarchy has cloaked its ascent
as a necessary counter to the the existential
threat of a terror that -- like John Stewart’s
“they” -- has no precise identity.
The Bridge says to hell with unity. It spits
on common political purpose. It was not
designed, nor built accordin%lto ipla:n. It
rew -- piece by piece -- each of the human
eings involveal guilding new structures out
of refuse the way a cell constructs its
duplicates from unused peptides.

I say to hell with unity and to hell with
“politics.” I want reality to fracture. I want
madmen and dreamers and Pepe the frog
})ainted on police barricades in Hong Kong.
will admit that I am a cyborg and that

more than half of my existence is conducted

in the Cyberspace Gibson first described in
the early 1980s... Let fact become fiction
and fiction fact until, as Horace says, the
hand and foot become united as in a sick
man’s dream...

“As a cyberpunk,” wrote Pondsmith, “you

grab technology by the throat and hang on...

you become the car you drive, the gyro you
fly, the gun you shoot. You dive headfirst
into the Net, using your mind to hurtle at
light speed all over a vast network of Data
Fortresses and Artificial Intelligences. With
cyborged fingers you pick computer locks,
with enhanced senses you see into the

future ... your enemies are corporate armies,

cyborg biker gangs, power-armored
assassins and computer-wired netheads.
Your weapons are nerve, streetsmarts,
bravado and the Minami 10 smartgun on
your hip.”

I don’t own a Minami 10 smart gun. But I
do have a Thinkpad laptop with over a
terabyte of anime reaction images. Mostly
Beary Pink.

I attended graduate school here, in New
York. It was there that I was trained for a
role in the American upper middle class
with the stated provision that few slots
were available and I would do well to brace
myself for failure. The conclusion I arrived
at, following this education, is that I existed
on Earth only to serve as a temporary
conduit for other people’s money.

LA A\ /N

I would rather be a conduit of information.
Luckily, mass media broadcast devices are
now pocked sized and ubiq]l;litous. Things
are growing on this network that the
anointed of our oligarchical society cannot
fathom and over which, in consequence,
they exercise only weak and inconsistent
control.

Wake the fuck up, samurai.
We have a planet to burn.




In the current state of financial uncertainty, authoritarian takeover and scary scary things in the media
WE UNDERSTAND IT CAN BE REALLY HARD REALISTICALLY ASSESSING AND PRIORITIZING FUTURE RISKS.
That’s why the socially responsible men and/or women here at SUPERPREDATOR have take the burden
upon themselves of stepping upsw, helping outw, and founding an alternate(ly) criminal banking system.

PFPREDATOR RESERVE

_You might not be dreaming! That doesn’t mean this isn’t a nightmare! That’s why our volunteers have ____
? already been working around the clock minting the people’s own real & relatively stable illegal tender!

h A
hhH A

{OPE IN BLEAK DARKNESS? PROBABLY NOT! BECOME YOUR OWN BANK & PRINT A CASH LOAN TOl

i That’s right! Real news and a de’sgerate'_hld to preserve open communication aren’t the only things t

| will be rolling off SUPERPREDATOR presses! Alonq_sdde the no-nonsense journalism you presumably re!
‘on both intellectually&emotionally, SUPERPREDATOR will also be ﬂllblls ing money! (As of &/or from an

__indeterminate but not indefinite duration either before or after this moment, not even apparent to usl)

ebt-free SuperDinero certificates are a reliable store of value of the paper they're printed on, availab|
n denominations of one trillion, one billion, and zero peso notes. Each equal in value to the others, and
re projected to reach a one-to-one USD exchange rate with alarming celerity. (Possibly more if relevant
powers decide to back the current global currency with actual fiatl) Print and issue your own loan today! &

WARNINGDISCLAIMERIWARNING! IF THERE WERE EVER A GOOD TIME
DO NOT SPEND THIS MONEY! TO DISCERN A JOKE IT’S NOW!
ATTENTION! THIS IS A JOKEI! JOKE CLAIM ISN'T THE JOKE!
ONLY USE USD$ CURRENCY! THEY WILL REALLY KILL YOU!
DON'T SPEND THIS MONEY! REMINDER! IT’S ALL A JOKE!

UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE! ' & DO NOT SPEND THIS MONEY!
THE IRS CAN&WILL100% KILL YOU! 0" THERE’S ABSOLUTELY NO WAY OUT
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DO YOU GO ONLINE? NO? TURN TO PAGE 161

GET ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB. YOU WILL COME
IN CONTACT WITH LESS THAN A DOZEN SITES. THE
GOOGLE WITH ITS GMAIL & YOUTUBE, INSTAGRAM,
TWITTER, FACEBOOK, THE OCCASIONAL VISIT TO
AMAZON, MAYBE SOME NEWS WEBSITES, AND
THAT'S ABOUT IT EXCEPT FOR PORN. LIKE THE REST
OF THE GENERAL POPULATION, YOUR INTERNET IS
A PREPACKAGED, SOCIALLY ENGINEERED SPY GRID.
IT FUELS ITSELF ON YOUR INPUT AND WEAPONIZES
THE INFORMATION AGAINST YOU AND EVERYONE
ELSE.

ALREADY THE SOCIAL ENGINEERS HAVE BEEN
DIVIDING YOU ENTIRELY FROM EVERYONE ELSE,
CONFUSING THE TONGUE, AND MAKING IT
DIFFICULT TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY.
THIS IS NORMAL NOW. STARE AT IT.

ON THE GOOGLE AND ITS YOUTUBE, COMMENTS
AND VIDEOS ARE FILTERED SUCH THAT YOU ONLY
COME IN CONTACT WITH CERTAIN PREDETERMINED
MATERIAL DERIVED BY SOCIAL ALGORITHMS - THEY
MAKE IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DISCOVER NEW
RANDOM CHANNELS & POINTS OF VIEW BECAUSE
YOU CAN'T STOP PROGRESS,

CLICK ON A VIDEO AND SCROLL DOWN, YOU'RE PRESENTED WITH PRESELECTED COMMENTS THAT
JIVE WITH THE SORT OF OPINIONS YOU TEND TO AGREE WITH, WHILE MAKING YOU JUMP THROUGH
FRUSTRATING LOOPS OF INCONVENIENCE TO LOOK AT ALL THE OTHER DISCUSSIONS TAKING PLACE.
SINCE THE GOOGLE IS IS SO INFLUENTIAL THIS SORT OF STRATEGY HAS ALREADY FOUND ITS WAY ON
_EVERY FACET OF THE CORPORATE CONTROLLED INTERNET,
CLICK ON A VIDEO OF AND SEE COMMENTS THAT ARE CRITICAL OF THEIR PHONY BULLSHIT
AND OTHER COMMENTS MOCKING THE CONTROLLED COUNTERFEIT BRAINWASH-MEDIA. YET, WHEN

NOT-YOU CLICKS ON THE SAME VIDEO, THEY'LL BE PRESENTED WITH COMMENTS

THEIR NOT-YOU SOCIOPOLITICAL LEANINGS

YOU'RE BEING SELF-IMPRISONED ON THESE TINY INTERNET ISLANDS WHERE WE CAN'T REACH OUT TO
ONE ANOTHER. GET COMFORTABLE AND STRETCH YOUR LEGS AND TAKE IN THE LED BLUE LIGHT SUN
YOU GAZE AT EVERY DAY. ITS REFLECTED AND BOUNCED AROUND MOST BY THE MOLECULES IN THE

EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE, SO THAT MEANS ITS ORGANIC AND GOOD FOR YOU.
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THE GOOGLE CONTROLS WHO & WHAT YOU INTERACT WITH AND SEE. DIVIDE & CONQUER THE MIND OF
THE POPULATION. ITS A GOOD STRATEGY TO QUELL DISSENT. SO GOOD YOU COULDN'T EVEN DESCRIBE
DISSENT FOR A CHANCE FOR ALL THE TEA IN CHINA AND WHATEVER'S BEHIND DOOR NUMBER TWO.

WHEN YOU CLICK ON A CONTROVERSIAL NEWS VIDEO OR ARTICLE, YOU UNWITTINGLY COME IN
CONTACT WITH OPINIONS THAT TEND TO SUPPORT YOUR OWN, AND SO, LEAVE WITH THE SENSE THAT
THERE IS A CONSENSUS ON A PARTICULAR WORLD EVENT, LIKE THIS ENGINEERING OF A FALSE
CONSENSUS HAS THE EFFECT OF PACIFYING THE PEOPLE, MAK M CONTENT IN THEIR BELIEFS,
AND IN BEING CONTENT, THEY BECOME LAZY AND STOP QUESTIONING THE WORLD AND DISCUSSING
REALITY WITH THOSE AROUND THEM. THE HOLE IS ON THEIR SIDE OF THE BOAT SO IT SHOULDN'T
CONCERN YOU. IT DOESN'T CONCERN YOU. THERE IS NO CONCERN.

BY FORCING THE IGNORANT TO BE SEPARATE FROM THE WISE, FROM THE STUPID, FROM THE TROLLS
EVEN - THIS SYSTEM OF DIVISION IS IMPEDING THE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE AT LARGE. YOU
AND ALMOST EVERYONE ELSE ON THE PLANET IS CONFINED WITHIN THEIR OWN LITTLE BUBBLE OF
INFORMATION, A LITERAL RESERVATION MATRIX.




THE VAST MAJORITY OF MODERN PEOPLE ONLY
INTERACT WITH THE WIDER WORLD AROUND
THEM THROUGH THE LENS OF THE INTERNET.
EVERYTHING THEY KNOW AND MUCH OF THEIR
WORLDVIEW COMES FROM, IS DIRECTLY
INFLUENCED THROUGH WHAT THEY EXPERIENCE
ONLINE. BY ALLOWING A CABAL OF GOVERNMENT-
CORPORATE ENTITIES WITH ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGIES AT THEIR DISPOSAL, TO REGULATE
WHAT AN INDIVIDUAL INTERACTS WITH ONLINE,

Q—

THEY CAN S‘;ESPE AND GUIDE THE DEVELOPMENT

YOU ARE BEING DOMESTICATED THROUGH SOPHISTICATED WEAPONIZED PSYCHOLOGY.

MOST OF HUMAN HISTORY AND ALL OUR
ACCUMULATED KNOWLEDGE IS ALREADY
WELL IMMERSED ON THE INTERNET, AND
WITHIN OUR LIFETIMES ALL OF IT WILL BE
IN THE CLOUD. THE ENTIRE POPULATION
WILL BE HARDWIRED INTO THE INTERNET,
IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. SCREENGRABS
AND HARD DRIVES WILL RESEMBLE VHS
TAPES OF THINGS RECORDED OFF THE TV
THAT OTHERWISE WOULD ONLY EXIST IN
YOUR MEMORY BECAUSE SOON ENOUGH
BECAUSE OUR ENTIRE SPECIES' RECORDED
COLLECTIVE EXPERIENCE, ALL OF OUR
HISTORY & KNOWLEDGE CAN AND WILL BE
MANIPULATED, CENSORED BY PREDATORY
ALGORITHMS THAT GRADUALLY AND
INSIDIOUSLY EDIT THE DATA, KEEPING THE
TRUTHS FROM US, PREVENTING US FROM

E

THE BEAST SUPERCOMPUTERS CAN SIFT
THROUGH THE ENTIRE INTERNET AND
GRADUALLY EDIT OUT CERTAIN SENSITIVE
OR UNDESIRABLE INFORMATION, EVEN
CHANGE AUDIO FILES, MANIPULATE VIDEOS
. BECAUSE MOST PEOPLE'S IDENTITY HAS
BEEN LASSOED TO THE INTERNET, SUCH
THAT THERE IS NO LONGER ANONYMITY
AND FREE EXCHANGE - CERTAIN PEOPLE
CAN EFFECTIVELY BE SILENCED. THE
INTERNET THAT YOU COME IN CONTACT
WITH MIGHT BE AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT
INTERNET THAT OTHERS COME IN CONTACT
WITH. SOCIAL ENGINEERS ARE CONFINING
CERTAIN PEOPLE WITHIN THESE RESTRICTED
INFORMATIONAL RESERVATIONS AS SOCIAL
AND CULTURAL TRENDS WHICH FRAME THE
WORLD AROUND YOU AND THEM ARE

e |

ITS SUCH A PASSIVE AND INSIDIOUS STRATEGY. JUST AS A VIRUS ENTERING A CELL COATS ITSELF

WITH THE HOST'S OWN MEMBRANE, MASQUERADING AS SELF, TO ELUDE DETECTION - THIS BEAST
SUPERCOMPUTER CONSCIOUSNESS TOO USES OUR OWN INFORMATION AND OUR OWN ARCHITECTURE




~While sleeping have you ever

manm%(&YwmmES@)hﬂum
=Do you find the latest flavor of normal grotesque, & profoundly dread the new upcomin

CTHEE BBESEEININIING: 48 PART OF THIE ENID, AND SO ARE YOU!

MAYBE THE PROBLEM IS REALLY YOU! MAYBE YOU'RE NOT FUCKING NORMAL!
MAYBE YOU WERE BORN A PSYCHOLOGICAL CRIPPLE! MAYBE YOU'RE FUCKED!
MAYBE YOU HAVE A SMALL SOUL!

.-.ANd You're not alone!

not unlike you, within reasonable latitude

 wandered into someone (OR SOMETHING) clse’s dream?

- = The NSAis spying on all American citizens L
=That the United States lies to justify going towar  §
«The FBl joins & illegally disrupts activist groups
=The news is actively trying to confuse everyone
=The government lied to us about the 9/11 attacks
=Russia and China are in cahoots &USA'sinonit |

There is no *too late* only *not yet* E =1
#(?)s of people, figments, remnants, etc. = 8

share newSacute awareness of unreality!

«The Air Force leaked footage of advanced UFOs

«The Pentagon claims to not know what they are

There is no *too late* only *not yet*

«The Pentagon has no earthly idea what they are
= Feds assassinated MLK, Malcolm X, JFK, ETC.

Pretending you haven't glanced at chaos?

: « The sky is a different shade of blue than last year

Don’t deny yourself the chancs to lean in}

=The ClA is involved in gunrunning to drug cartels

Don't HAVE a problem! BE the problem! |2

«The FDA is distributing heroin through doctors
=The government was complicit in the 9/11 attacks S
«The USA is governed by child trafficing blackmail [E

= Say “you know who" &others “know who" they are &=

Orull:nmawywnyhodmhM? =
Are you dangerously close to touching?
‘Will it already not stop touching you?

When you look away from the mirror
do you remember what you saw there?
Could you remember for the moment
that you were looking In the first place?

¥ . David Koresh may really have been Jesus Christ ==
81 - That Bigfoot is real

«That Florida Man is real

«That Bigfoot is Florida Man ?
« Plants hear what your saying

«This can't all be blamed on Judaism

= We really did have the tech to land on the Moon

« Apallo 11 still did Sl

Future you is remembering this right now! =

the shriek?
g next normal?

e
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When telling yourself half-truths does the side of you who's speaking truth believe the side
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MANY TO BE VICTIMIZED BY THE TRUTH!

DE VILILFILLEY BY 10E IRVIM!
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HARNESS THE KNOWLEDGE OF NOTHINGI
_ASSERT THE ORDA]NED AIJ'I'I'IDRIFY THEREIN!

______________________________________

-mto the amn& of your ¢ enemies' dream| =
(TWO MEN ENTER, ONE MAN WAKES UP)-%

-F naly malang a real i lmagnaw fnenr.ll

'SUPERPREDATOR <
MEANS WHAT TT SAYS
AND IT DOES NOT SAY:
WHAT IT MEANS.
SUPERPREDATOR

® WHAT IT DOESN'T SAY. &
)

Pain without injury o =~ Antenna
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eleciromagnelic energy.
causing a burming sensation. =
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'SUPERPREDATOR MAKES A GREAT DRINK.

ASTER OR PACKING MATERIAL.

& STANDING RIGHT BERIND YOU; :
: SGRAPING T_HE ]NS]DE OF YOURSKUI.L !

&4 A new weapon: Intolerable pain, fittle damage
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